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	BE / GE
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	Gr / Con
	xxxx
	A B C D
	1 / 2 / 3
	Phil / Dan / Rud

	Business English OR

General English
	Level

3 = advanced
	Grammar OR conversation
	Description of Dialogue
	Same subject different dialogue
	Part of the same dialogue – for long dialogues split in sections
	Speaker

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	File name

	BE3COadeccoA1bbc


Objective:
Identifying vocabulary and developing listening skills
Adecco Financial Query
Revelation and Evasion

Two top executives resigned

Delays to company accounts

Later at a news conference held to clear the matter up

Refused to confirm or deny

Victim of another massive fraud

Huge

Worlds biggest employment agency

Placing tens of thousands of people in new jobs

It couldn’t publish its accounts for the year on time

Accounting errors in its American operations

Selling their holdings rapidly 

Amid growing disappointment

Rumours about fraud

A great many financial journalists dialed in to this telephone press conference 

What’s gone wrong

They didn’t find out anything

We are bound by legal obligations 

I’m frustrated too

Pushed specifically

He wouldn’t comment

That sort of thing doesn’t help

I think that gives you an indication of the worries there are around Adecco at the moment

“A news Conference without News”

Yer, that’s right

They really did not have anything to say

To point to the fact that in terms of liquidity that Adecco is quite healthy 

The fact remains that

To publish its figures for 2003 which had not actually even been due to be released until the 4th of February, so they said three weeks ahead of time we’ve got problems that are actually so big that we can’t solve them in three weeks and they don’t have a date even now for publishing these figures

The impression they are giving is ...

What’s going on

Not letting on

One of those two

It is perhaps foolish to speculate, but ...

Somebody knows what’s gone wrong

We have a loose, rather long list, to do with accounting problems, book keeping problems, failure to segregate duties properly 

things like that

they didn’t tell us any more than that

How much time is the financial community likely to give Adecco

Or maybe that’s a silly question

They are selling the shares as we speak

They are down 50% since Monday

The drip, drip feed they are giving out

Reassure investors

Feel comfortable

There is a lot at stake

It has a turnover of about $20 billion a year

28 thousand employees

when a company like that says we’ve got problems people get very nervous

Fresh in peoples minds

A case like that

Once bitten, twice shy

